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Introduction: Introduction & Purpose  

Since downtown Rawlins is an important part of the heritage of Rawlins and creates our unique identity, the 
downtown district is recognized as a special place to be protected as a community resource. The downtown 
Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ ǇŀǎǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ 
residents and visitors alike. 
 
These guidelines are voluntary and are not mandatory. However, there is a mandatory review process for all 
building alterations or construction within the Rawlins DDA/Main Street District, which runs from 2nd Street 
to 6th Street and from Front Street  to Pine Street. Businesses that border the east side of 2nd Street from 
CǊƻƴǘ ǘƻ tƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ {ŜŜ άtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ όǇΦсύ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  
 
These guidelines are written to encourage preservation and to protect our locally significant features. To          
assist downtown property owners, managers and businesses, these guidelines are a tool for preservation and 
development. 
 
Design is a major component of the downtown revitalization effort and is aimed at enhancing the overall 
physical image of the downtown business district. Many features contribute to this image. Individual             
buildings ς storefronts, signs, window displays and façades as a whole ς generally establish the character of 
the downtown. These features are what make each town unique. 
 
Maintaining a design scheme for the downtown business district can enhance its existing physical assets and 
ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǳƴƛŦȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅΦ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
fabric, they should be preserved and maintained for future generations. 

Purpose  
These Design Guidelines have been created to guide development and preservation activities within the 
downtown Rawlins area. They promote establishing visual continuity, preserving historical integrity and         
creating creative design solutions. The guidelines do not dictate styles or specific design solutions, but offer 
approaches for achieving a strong appearance in downtown.  Our downtown has been recognized as                       
historically valuable by being named a Historic District in the National Register of Historic Places. These                   
design guidelines serve to protect property values as new development and preservation will reinforce the 
assets of the area. The value of all structures will thus be maintained or even strengthened.  
 
Lying at the foundation of the design guidelines is the understanding that the privately owned environment 
possesses certain qualities that are of significant value to the entire community. The establishment of            
standards of community aesthetics and the preservation of areas of historic importance are both areas that 
fall within the public interest. Again, these guidelines are not mandatory, although there is a mandatory                 
review process. They are written to encourage preservation and to protect our locally significant features.  
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These guidelines constitute an anthology of best practices and design principles that will help you think about 
ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ                  
downtown district. Buildings listed as contributing  on the National Register of Historic Places as part of             
Historic Downtown Rawlins district are especially encouraged to use theses guidelines; however, the Design 
Guidelines are applicable throughout the entire commercial district.  

 
The Design Committee of the Rawlins DDA/Main Street is available, at no charge, to provide technical                 
expertise and assistance for restoration projects. Tax credits for rehabilitation work and low-interest loans 
for approved buildings improvements are available. The Historic Architecture Assistance Fund will provide 
the services of architects to the owners of historic buildings or buildings located in Main Street communities 
to address issues involved with the rehabilitation and use of such properties. The Maintenance section of 
these Guidelines have a list of resources for your reference. The Design Guidelines are intended to make your             
project affordable while being historically accurate and cohesive with the rest of the downtown environ-
ment. 
 
The following pages present the guidelines in relation to 15 topics that are important in downtown Rawlins. 
Each topic has a brief description followed by suggested guidelines. When appropriate, photographs and 
sketches that help to illustrate the desired pattern are also provided.  
 
These 15 topics have been broken down into four categories:  

 Preservation Basics  
 Façades & Their Elements  
 Storefront: Signage, Lighting & Entrances  
 Site Maintenance. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: Using the Design Guidelines 

One of the other resources available is  the 

3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒȭÓ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ 

Rehabilitation Preservation Briefs,                        

which cover many of the topics that can                  

arise in a preservation  project.   
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Introduction: Planning the Project  
 
Although the City of Rawlins and Rawlins DDA/Main Street are not requiring compliance with these design 
guidelines, there is a mandatory review process for all new construction, restoration of buildings, signage, 
façade changes and other work related to these design guidelines.  
 
If you are in the Rawlins Downtown Development Authority District, you must fulfill the following steps for a 
review of your project, in addition to the normal steps required by the City of Rawlins.  
 

 Determine the historic value of the building. Check with the Rawlins DDA/Main Street for information on 
previous building owners, historic photos, building conditions, and for listing in the National Register of 
Historical Places. Registered historical buildings may be eligible for special funding for their rehabilitation. 
Also, check with the Carbon County Museum for photographs and information on the building.  

 Study the design guidelines. Read the design guidelines. As you begin to envision your project, feel free 
to meet with the Design committee members or other members of the Rawlins DDA/Main Street board 
and staff for no charge.  

 Plan the design. Create a preliminary sketch of your design. Do not be afraid to seek experts that are 
knowledgeable in the design of historical buildings, including Rawlins DDA/Main Street, the City of 
Rawlins Community Development Department, and architects.  

 Share design with Rawlins DDA/Main Street Design Committee. Although compliance with these                
guidelines is not mandatory, designs must be reviewed. Turn in your design plan, as well as any                   
supporting materials (such as photographs, drawings, color pallet and timeline)  to the Rawlins DDA/Main 
Street Office. The Design Committee will respond with any suggestions within three weeks of the receipt 
of your design.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This photo, showing a fire where the 

Rifleman Bar is now located, was 

used to determine how the Rainbow 

Te-ton Entrepreneur Center should 

be restored in keeping with the 

ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȭ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢ  
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Introduction: Additional Resources 
Rawlins DDA/Main Street also has information on free or reduced cost resources for your businesses and              
buildings. For more information on the following programs, please contact Rawlins DDA/Main Street.  
 

Paint Programτreceive a percentage off the cost of paint for commercial exterior painting anywhere in 
Rawlins. Paint must be purchased in Rawlins and you must visit with Rawlins DDA/Main Street before        
beginning your project.  

 
Historic Architecture Assistance Fundτprovide the services of preservation trained architects to the    
owners of historic buildings or buildings located in Main Street communities to address issues involved 
with their rehabilitation and use  

 
Challenge Loan Fundτstate works with a local lender on a loan to a building owner for building                    
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ  

 
Other programsτnew programs and educational opportunities are being offered each year. Contact 
Rawlins DDA/Main Street for more information.  

These are the  Paint Program 

colors. If these colors are used 

in the façades of buildings in 

downtown, a greater 

percentage of the paint cost 

will be reimbursed than if other 

colors are chosen. In buildings 

outside of downtown, all color 

choices will be given an equal 

percentage for reimbursement. 
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Several historic styles exist side by side in downtown Rawlins. Most examples fall into a Western Victorian 
classification dating from the late 19th century to World War I. The second most dominant style are                      
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ 5ŜŎƻ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ мфнлΩǎ ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ мфпрΦ 
Rawlins is fortunate to have a number of fine examples of these styles remaining in the downtown area. It is 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ ǘǊǳŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ                   
character. An important part of realizing this objective can be attained through the authentic preservation, 
restoration or rehabilitation of those historic and significant buildings. Therefore: 
 

Guidelines: 

Take measures to sustain the existing form, integrity and materials of historic and significant buildings. 

Before undertaking any improvements to historic or significant buildings, study old photographs to                   
understand how windows and storefronts were designed. Give attention to the location and proportions 
of openings and trim that existed on the building. 
tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ 
or alter those features of a building that establish its historic significance. 
!ǾƻƛŘ άƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊƛƴƎέ ƻǊ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎέ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ ǇŀǎǘΦ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
that will substantially alter the original character of historic and significant buildings are not encouraged.  
CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ άhƭŘ ²Ŝǎǘέ ƭƻƻƪ ƛǎ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ 
Where possible, restore buildings whose historic character has been defaced. This can be accomplished 
by careful renovation or rehabilitation.  
In certain cases, changes to façades may be considered as a significant example of the time period in 
which the changes were made. Those examples will have historic significance and should be preserved. 

In general, to achieve accurate historic preservation, keep in mind the surrounding buildings and create a 
plan that works with them. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Basics: Accurate Historic Preservation  

This façade originally 

showcased a unique 

brick and tile art deco 

design (note the red and 

white tile on the lower 

section and dark brown 

insets above) that has 

been inappropriately 

ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÎ Ȱ/ÌÄ 

7ÅÓÔȱ ÆÁëÁÄÅȢ  
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Each block creates an important entity in downtown Rawlins. The streets in downtown are wide and straight 
and the buildings along them vary only slightly. All of the buildings tend to touch one another, presenting  
essentially a solid wall that defines the street. Because of these attributes, each block is seen as a individual 
totality. These guidelines seek to strengthen and improve the block as a single entity. Therefore: 
 

Guidelines 

Align all façades at the sidewalk line to define the street space. 

Building height should be comparable to adjacent structures. Buildings in downtown Rawlins should be    
1-2 stories tall. 

tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŦǊƻƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нрΩ ǿƛŘŜ ǇƭŀǘǘŜŘ 
lots.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basics: Blocks As One Entity  

Although all of these buildings are in different architectural styles and 

different widths, they still help create a unified block through their 

alignment at the sidewalk line and relatively similar height.  
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The evolution of our downtown building design is directly tied to the evolution of lower-level storefront      
design.  It is the storefront design that usually undergoes change while the upper façade stays the same or is 
hidden behind a screen. This is true across the county and in downtown Rawlins. As fads or trends gain              
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΣ ǎǘƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ άƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŜŘέ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŜƴŘǎΦ hŦǘŜƴǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ                
storefront design is a direct contradiction to the rest of the building or to other buildings along the street.  
 
Yet, the traditional storefront design of historic Rawlins is as functional today as it was in days past. The             
traditional storefront design was used with remarkable uniformity throughout Rawlins. It is perhaps the most 
important pattern in providing a streetscape that has visual continuity and human scale. Creating and                
preserving compatible storefront design will be essential in retaining or recapturing these attributes for 
downtown Rawlins. Therefore: 
 

Guidelines 

Every commercial façade should contain a storefront frame designed to fit inside the storefront frame 
ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ά/ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ CŀœŀŘŜ /ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ έ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όǇΦ мнύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ  

For all construction activities, from renovation to new construction, maintain the vertical height of the 
storefront frame (the distance from the sidewalk to the storefront lintel) to match what exists presently 
in the downtown area. 
When appropriate, recess the entry at the front door. This places an emphasis on the entrance door and 
provides an enclosed and sheltered entrance that invites the pedestrian into the shop. 
The display windows should be kept transparent with the largest possible window areas. This maintains 
the historic pattern while allowing a maximum amount of natural light into the shop and giving the       
potential customer a full view into the store. The cost and maintenance of large display windows can be 
reduced by unobtrusively dividing the window area into several sections. In Rawlins, display windows 
were typically divided into no more than four sections and this pattern should be respected. 
Retain the historic bulkhead panels below the display window and consider replacing if missing. Materials 
and colors should be coordinated with other trim elements on the building. 
Historic dimensions of door and window frames should be respected. Too narrow frames will alter the 
proportions of the storefront and negatively affect the integrity of the storefront along the street. Retain 
transom windows where they exist and replace, as appropriate, on restorations and rehabilitations. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜŘȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ōȅ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
building.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basics: Compatible Storefront Design  

All of these buildings include similar 

façade components, from the 

storefront frame to the lintel to the 

solid upper level façade. Most also 

include a recessed entry into the store.  
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CƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎΣ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘȅƭŜέ ƛǎ    
important. The National Trust for Historic Preservation discourages historic imitations in its policies and      
instead promotes compatible new design. The National Register of Historic Places can revoke National          
Register designations in districts where the integrity of an historic district has been compromised with             
imitative infill construction. A National Register designation is of value to the community in maintaining an 
ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŀǿƭƛƴǎΩ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
entities. Infill construction activities in downtown Rawlins should promote and strengthen the integrity of the 
area as an historic district. Therefore: 
 

Guidelines: 

New construction should look new. Every building should be an accurate reflection of its own era. It 
should reflect contemporary construction techniques while being a good neighbor with all the other 
buildings along the street. It is important to avoid imitating or mimicking historic details or treatments in 
an attempt to make the construction appear to be from an earlier era. 
New construction is required to be compatible with the other important buildings around it. An approach 
is sought which strikes a balance between existing historic and significant architecture and good                      
contemporary design. The designer of new construction should be allowed freedom to pursue a wide  
variety of solutions subject to design compatibility regarding its conformance with other guidelines set 
forth herein. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Basics: Compatible New Design  

Both of these buildings (in Rawlins, above 

and from Rock Springs Design Guidelines, 

right) display new construction which is 

compatible but not overlay imitative.  
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Virtually all the façades for commercial buildings along Cedar Street share similar components. While these 
components may be combined in different ways, their consistent repetition creates a visual continuity on the 
streetscape. Therefore: 
 

Guidelines 

All restorations and rehabilitations along Cedar Street should replace or preserve, and all redesigns and 
new construction along Cedar Street would provide, where applicable: 

¦ǇǇŜǊ ŎƻǊƴƛŎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻǇƛƴƎΦ {ŜŜ ά/ƻǊƴƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǇƛƴƎǎέ όǇƎΦ муύΦ  
A solid upper level façade with consistent upper story windows. When upper level windows are 
anticipated, they should be treated as openings in a solid pane, rather than treating the upper   
ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿŀƭƭΦ  {ŜŜ ά/ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ¦ǇǇŜǊ {ǘƻǊȅ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎέ όǇƎΦ му ϧ мфύΦ  
Storefront lintel or lower cornice. This is a continuous horizontal band that separates the             
storefront frame from the upper level façade. 
The storefront frame. Every façade should have a well-defined frame(s) that contains the                
storefronts. It is the area(s) bounded on either side by the walls or bays of the building, the              
sidewalk on the bottom and the storefront lintel at the top. The storefront frame is a structurally 
unobstructed opening into which the storefront is inserted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Façades: Consistent Façade Components  
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Since buildings typically stand side by side and the roofs are typically not visible, the building façade is the 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ά{ƻƭƛŘ .ƭƻŎƪǎΣέ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
important that the street be an unbroken row of façades. Other sections will discuss the important ways to 
arrange façade components. This pattern identifies critical aspects of the overall size, shape and location of 
building façades. 
 
The general combination of façades in downtown Rawlins had grew out of a combination of the one- or             
two-story height of the buildings along with the original platting of the downtown blocks into lots of                
approximately 25 feet in width. This has created a rhythm of façade proportions that gives the downtown 
streets their characteristic scale. This scale is an important attribute that should be maintained and                   
reinforced. Additionally, virtually all buildings along Cedar Street had their façades located at the sidewalk 
line. This provides a clear demarcation between the public and the private realms and clearly defines the                
Cedar Street space. Therefore: 
 

Guidelines 

All building façades along Cedar Street and elsewhere in downtown where appropriate should be located 
at the sidewalk zero-lot line. 
Downtown buildings generally share a similarity of height of one or two stories. New construction or 
buildings additions should respect this. Building height at the sidewalk line should be limited to two               
stories. 
The characteristic proportions of existing façades should be respected in all new construction or                    
redesigns. If new construction or redesigns involve a very wide façade, consideration should be given to 
articulating the façade using a number of bays, pilasters, etc. to maintain traditional proportions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Façades: Related Façades  

This potential redesign of stores along 

4th St. shows  a wide building being 

restored to a façade that is  

appropriate and authentic, while 

maintaining separate bays for 

different businesses.  
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Façade colors are an important pattern in any downtown area. In downtown Rawlins, the wide straight 
streets and the lack of large vegetation along the streets enable viewers to see many façades at once. If the 
variety of colors of façades along the streets compliment one another, the downtown will be seen as a more 
unified area. The color(s) chosen to paint each façade is an expression of identity for each business                    
establishment and a wide range of choices is possible. Still, there are neighbors to be considered and it is          
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀǎ άŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΥ 

Guidelines 

Rawlins DDA/Main Street has created a color palate that includes many colors. We recommend that           
these are the colors used throughout the downtown to create the unified look while still allowing                    
diversity. Also, if these colors are used on building exteriors, a larger percent of the paint costs will be  
eligible to be paid back through the Paint Program. 
Develop a color scheme for your individual building front that ties all the façade elements together                
visually and is harmonious with other buildings on the street. Please feel free to retain the help of the 
DDA/Main Street Design Committee or professionals to develop color schemes that were typical for 
buildings of a similar era and style. 

 
 

Limit the color scheme to two or a maximum of three colors. 

Choose a base color for the façade that goes well with or compliments the natural landscape around 
wŀǿƭƛƴǎΦ  !ǾƻƛŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ƭǳƳƛƴŜǎŎŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ άŘŜŜǇέ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦπ
ŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ άǇŀǎǘŜƭέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǿŜŀƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŀ ōŀǎŜ   Ŏƻƭπ
ƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άŎŀƭƳŜǊέ ŦŀŎŀŘŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
trim. Avoid using white as base color, as it will appear too glaring in the summer climate of Rawlins. Col-
ors containing violet tinting can quickly chalk and fade. 

Building trim can be painted in a more decorative manner than the bulk of the building. Consider using a 
lighter or darker shade of the base color. The building trim should be clearly defined but the trim colors 
should not overpower the building. 

 
 

Façades: Appropriate Façade Colors  

Rasmusson Furniture 

choose a varied                   

yet appropriate color 

scheme when renovating 

their façade.  
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Façades: Appropriate Façade Colors, Continued 

Be reserved in the use of bright colors for accents. These should be limited to such important minor scale 
items such as a building sign, entrance doors and window sashes. 
Leave natural masonry unpainted. If an existing masonry building is already painted, consider applying 
new colors that simulate the original color of the masonry. Do not under any circumstance sandblast        
masonry to remove paint, instead, consult a professional. 

¢ƘŜ άǊǳǎǘƛŎέ ƭƻƻƪ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ 
Rawlins. Painted wood surfaces are most appropriate and stains can be acceptable if they give a suitable 
finished look. 

Natural finish aluminum door and window frames and other reflective metals should be painted a trim 
color or replaced with anodized aluminum, except where natural finished aluminum is an integral part of 
an historic structure. 

 

Here the City of Rawlins has 

accented their natural masonry 

with a bright accent color.  

The brick on this hotel has been painted 

with vivid colors. Painting brick is 

discouraged, as paint does not adhere 

well to brick. Paint requires constant 

upkeep due to the harsh climate of this 

area. The vivid colors change the 

character of this unique, historic building 

(From Rock Springs Design Guidelines).   
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The majority of significant buildings along Cedar Street and in the downtown area utilize brick as the principal 
façade material. Also, several important buildings are constructed with cut ashlar stone. A few of the older 
buildings still retain stamped metal cornices and several Art Deco stores retain their original glass and         
ceramic tile façades. This great diversity of façades is a unique characteristic of downtown Rawlins and 
should be preserved and celebrated. Use of appropriate materials on the decades of downtown buildings is 
an important aspect in creating and maintaining a downtown area that is unified and distinctive. Therefore: 

Guidelines 

Restorations, rehabilitations and additions to existing buildings should respect the original façade           
materials. Material unit sizes, colors, and treatments should match the original. Synthetic imitations of 
traditional materials should always be avoided.  

Original masonry finishes should be retained wherever possible. Avoid painting masonry and never                    
sandblast it. 
For new construction and redesigns, use building materials that are similar in scale, texture and finish to 
those found historically in downtown Rawlins. These are principally found to be: brick masonry, ashlar cut 
stone masonry and glass or ceramic tile. 
Windows and doorframes should be made of historic materials or from materials having a similar scale, 
texture and finish.  Avoid reflective metal finishes unless they are historically accurate. 
Major façade materials should be left intact. Large areas of plastic or metal should be avoided on the 
building front. 
Windows should be clear or lightly tinted glass. Always avoid reflected or darkly tinted glass windows as 
this does not   allow customers a clear view into the business.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Façades: Appropriate Façade Materials  

Façades in Rawlins are 

constructed with a variety of 

materialsɂsome buildings even 

use two in one building (below).  




